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Roll call:  Attendees started arriving a little before 5 PM.  President Murray Ginsberg invited attendees to 
partake in pizza and beverages once the pizza arrived.  He then called the business part of the meeting to 
order at 5:40 PM.  Board members present included: 
President:  Murray Ginsberg 
Treasurer:  Ellen Carr 
Membership:  Alberta Bonnett 
Social Chair:  Sheila Gillis 
Tournament & Mixers:  Beverly Ginsberg 
League Coordinator:  Josie Baker 
Charities:  Donna Shawhan and Jan Tenner 
Spirit Magazine:  Nancy Ward 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Secretary Ginny Young was unable to attend the meeting (and Nancy took notes in 
her absence).  Nancy moved that the minutes of the Sep 9, 2015 Board Meeting be approved as written 
and distributed.  Beverly G. seconded the motion which was then passed. 
 
President’ Report: 

 Planning in support of the Safety Patrol’s PIRF for the Patrol Building Expansion continues and IF 

constructed, will extend the current building across the front half of the current tennis patio 

(currently where folks sit to view Courts 7 & 8 and where the club holds court-side social events 

 Murray met with SCA Board Director Jim Mayfield and Alchemy Design, LLC regarding the 

resurfacing of the tennis courts at Liberty Center.  It is Murray’s understanding that Alchemy will 

provide cost information to the SCA Board, but has not yet done so.  Murray will follow up with 

Mr. Mayfield for updated information.  This is a project in the 2015 reserve budget. 

 Murray thinks that the installation of cushioning surface material on the stadium court at Liberty 

Center may be approved. 

 Murray thanked Bob Buckmaster for his continuing support. Without Bob’s help, keeping the 

members informed via email would be challenging. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

 The Club’s balance as of 8/31/2015 was $3059.67.  During the month of September, 

membership dues income amounted to $20.  Total expenses were $18.24 consisting of $10.80 

for 3rd Qtr Office supplies and $7.44 for Sunshine endeavors leaving a monetary net income of 

$1.76 and treasury balance at 9/30/2015 of $ 3061.43. 

 Additionally, Ellen provided a year-to-date snapshot of our Club’s fiscal health.  The 

balance at the beginning of the year was $3,313.67.  Income since January accounted for $2,217 

and total expenses were $2,469.24.  Expenses were able to exceed revenue due to the carry 

forward effect of 2015 membership dues, paid in late 2014. 



Minutes from the 

SCA Tennis Club General Membership Meeting 

Oct 9, 2015 at Liberty Center 

2 

 Ellen thanked all for volunteering to work the Coffee Shop.  Our collective efforts 

produced income for the Club (e.g. a recent $505 check from the Foundation Assisting Seniors, 

the Coffee Shop sponsors).     

 Ellen clarified that although she had been asked about accepting monetary donations 

while collecting dues, she declined until she could get clear guidance from our Community’s 

Finance Committee.  Ellen has received such guidance and is happy to report that donations to 

the Club’s treasury are permitted, as long as they are accounted for clearly. 

 Lastly, Ellen reported that in the last nine (9) months she has served as Treasurer, the 

Club has never had more than $4,300 in its checking account (and that was immediately 

following dues collection).  The aim of our Club’s Board is to bring as much value to our 

membership as possible within our budgetary constraints. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

Membership:  Alberta Bonnett reported that as of this date, we have a total of 280 paid members. 

 

Social:  Although Sheila (and helpers) set up the room and arranged for the pizza and beverages, she had 

to depart early.  President Murray stepped in to announce that the Club’s Holiday Party was changed 

from the Anthem Center to Buckman’s Grill at the Revere Golf Course.  It will be held on Friday, Dec 11th 

beginning at 5 PM.  The entrees include a choice of beef, chicken or fish and a cash bar will be available.  

In addition, there will be a live band. 

 

Tournaments and Mixers:  Beverly announced that she and League Coordinator, Josie, are planning a 

Mixer for Sunday, Nov 15 that will be “Team Tennis”.  Details will be forthcoming as they finalize the 

logistics for the event. 

 

League Coordinator:  Josie reported that both Barbara Booth’s Women’s 7.0 team and Josie’s Women’s 

6.0 team recently returned from the Intermountain Sectionals held in Denver, Colorado.  Although both 

teams fought hard, neither emerged victorious.  We had two (2) Women’s 6.0 teams (pseudo SCA Teams) 

playing league tennis and both teams included members that were not SCA members.  Josie explained 

that fielding SCA Men’s and Women’s teams is getting more difficult as we age and that she would like to 

explore the possibility of allowing non-SCA residents play on our tennis courts.  Teams with non-resident 

players would be the team’s guests and would NOT be able to play during prime (Member only) time. 

Josie will draft up a business plan for this concept and present it to the Club’s Board in the near future.  

She realizes that the club bylaws would need to be changed to permit this.  Pat Carrell mentioned that 
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although she understands the rationale for including non-resident members to field teams, it would 

need to be approved by our Home Owner’s Association, including changing the CCG&Rs and the 

Association’s Guest Policy, as well as our Tennis Club’s bylaws and she doesn’t think that it could feasibly 

be done.  Nevertheless, Josie will present her business plan to the Board in the future. 

 

Spirit Magazine:  Nancy requested that any members who have anything to contribute to the monthly 

articles do so.  She reminded us that the articles are submitted a full month ahead for scheduled 

publication the following month, e.g. submission is Nov 1 for the December Spirit magazine publication. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 President Murray Ginsberg introduced a motion that the Club authorize the estimated 

expenditure of $7,525.00 for the upcoming Holiday Party based upon the maximum of 175 

attendees and estimated cost of $43/person.  Beverly G. seconded the motion and discussion 

ensued.  The Club would subsidize $15 per member so that the ticket prices for the Holiday Party 

would be as follows:  Members:  $28 and non-member/guest $43.  Murray explained that the 

Board thought that ticket cost of $43 was a bit high and that our Club could subsidize a portion 

of the cost ($15) with Club funds, making it a little more reasonable.  Pat Carrell moved that the 

motion be amended to include clarification that Members would be those individuals who have 

paid membership as of Oct 31, 2015 (to discourage folks from just joining for a $10 membership 

and instantly realizing a $15 subsidy).  Gale Weiss seconded the amendment.  After much 

discussion on whether this was fair or not, the amendment was voted on but failed.  The original 

motion to allow the Club to expend funds for the Holiday Party was voted on and passed.   

 

 Dues for 2016.  We discussed raising membership dues for 2016 to $15 per member (up from 

$10 per member).  Murray Ginsberg made the motion to raise dues, which was seconded by 

Beverly Ginsberg.  There was much discussion among the membership.  The reason for 

considering increasing the dues was so that more events could be held for the general 

membership during the year.  The thought was that holding more events would provide a 

greater opportunity for members to socialize and get to know one another.  Someone even 

suggested raising the dues to $25, while others suggested a membership campaign to recruit 

more members.  Mary Kaplan suggested that instead of raising dues, members could contribute 

food, cookies, beverages, etc. to the social events, in lieu of the Club purchasing them.  Another 

suggestion was that when the Club holds tournaments such as the Calcutta, those participating 

members pay a small event fee.  That way the general membership would not be bearing the 

tournament costs (via their membership dues) so that only a limited number of members 

playing in the event benefit.  Beverly Ginsberg stated that membership dues are not used to 

support tournaments and mixers.  An entry fee is charged which covers the cost.  Tournaments 

and mixers are always self-supporting.  Participants pay entry fees that cover the cost for the 
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event.  Someone asked what could be done to integrate more of our members into the meetings 

and events?  Barbara Booth commented that she thought it was a good idea to have more social 

events so that members could interact more as there appears to be individual groups of 

members such as tennis teams, event participants, etc. that get together but as a whole we 

don’t always get a chance to meet others in the Club if they are not on a team or at an event.  

More social activities may allow us to get to know each other better.  A vote was taken to 

determine whether or not the Club would raise the dues to $15 for 2016 and the motion failed.  

Club dues will remain at $10/person for 2016. 

 

 Election of Officer for 2016: The following people were proposed by the Nominating Committee 
to hold the following Officer positions for 2016: 
 

o President:  Murray Ginsberg 
 

o Vice President:  Ken Delman 
 

o Secretary:  Ginny Young 
 

o Treasurer:  Ellen Carr 
 

Nominations from the general membership were solicited, but hearing none, the general 
membership proceeded to vote for the nominees.  All nominees were confirmed for the 
positions as indicated. 
 

 An announcement was made that our Club will be again hosting the Coffee Shop in Anthem 
Center for the month of December.  A sign-up calendar is available and being circulated.   
 

 The next Tennis Club Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Nov 4th in the Bristol Room, 
Anthem Center.  All Tennis Club members are welcomed (and encouraged) to attend. 
 

 The October General Membership Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM. 
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